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Editorial 


Since taking on this role three years ago | have 
endeavoured to provide a diverse, interesting 
and informative read. Of course, it relies not 
just on me to prepare that which you are now 
holding in your hands. The four members of my 
editorial sub-committee endeavour to make 
sure that the read you receive is as accurate as 
possible. 


However, as with all things over such a time 
period, the situation for myself has also 
changed markedly. The result is that | no longer 
have the time to contribute to the chasing of 
articles, editing, preparing and setting up, 
organising and retrieving printing and then 
mailing out to you. While | would like to remain 
having a large role in The Orchadian, | have 
nowhere near enough time to. do so. If you 
would be interested in assuming some of these 
roles for me | would be very grateful for the 
help, as would the ANOS Council. 


So, what do | have for you in this issue? Two of 
our council members have provided articles, 
one on growing orchids in a cool climate (and 
haven’t we all noticed that this year!) and 
remaking an older hybrid using improved and 
selected parents. While the new things are 
always interesting to see, and improvements 
are welcome in some of the earlier hybrids as 
we have much improved parents to use as a 
result of line breeding and more recent 
discoveries of plants. 


Robert Bates has provided a description for a 
new species of Microtis. While many may 
disregard this common, widespread and 
generally diminutive genus, when it is important 
to identify the species in a location (particularly 
for those of conservation concern) it is also 
vitally important to know what we are seeing in 
the field. The genus as a whole is not as well 
distinguished as a it should be, and while some 
species are widespread (such as M. unifolia) 
others are highly restricted. More importantly 
though, some are now being cultivated outside 
their natural range (see page 205 for a great 
example of a Western Australian species doing 
very well in culture in NSW). Should seed of 
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these non-endemic species establish outside 
their range then it will be difficult to clearly 
identify them unless they are clearly 
distinguished on features other than range. 
Given how widely orchid seeds travel, and how 
environments are changing, it is important that 
we don’t define species solely on perceptions of 
current range limits. 


The president of the council, Tony Clarke, has 
provided some history and experience with the 
tree spider orchids - Dendrobium tetragonum in 
all its variations. As a target for line breeding 
with little clear record of which parents (and 
which subspecies or varieties) the breeders 
have used, it is a complex puzzle that may never 
be clearly resolved. 


There is a brief report on the inaugural autumn 
ANOS show held in Sydney, hosted by the 
Macarthur Group in the southwestern part of 
the city. As a first attempt it was a roaring 
success, and will be held again next year. We 
invite anyone to come to the next show and 
bring your plants for exhibiting at a time of year 
normally not considered abundant for natives, 
but seeing an increasing number of flowers. 


The general trickle of regional guides continues, 
and this issue contains a review of the newest 
guide for southwestern Australia. It looks like a 
handy volume for those either living in or 
visiting the region. 

Finally for me, though a first for the author, 
Bruce Smith of the NSW Central Coast group 
provides an assessment of the genus Acianthus 
and immediate relatives in that part of the 
world. | enjoyed it and look forward to more 
contributions from Bruce in the future. 


And thus it is that | present to you this issue for 
your enjoyment. | trust winter hasn’t caused too 
much impact on your collections, and the spring 
will bring an abundance of blooms. 


Greg Steenbeeke 
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President’s Report 


Most readers will be aware that Greg 
Steenbeeke will not be re-standing as Editor of 
The Orchadian and this issue will be Greg’s last. | 
wish to thank Greg for his excellent work and 
wish him well. Greg not only edited and 
compiled this magazine for the last three years 
but also drove to Wollongong University to pick 
up the printed magazines, brought them home 
and then labelled and packed them for mailing, 
as well as getting them to the post office. Greg 
will still be helping out as an ANOS Judge and on 
Council but due to work commitments is unable 
to continue as Editor. 


Anyone interested in being Editor please 
contact myself (0404 770 864), the Council 
Secretary Phil Ritchie (03 9525 9606) or any 
Council member. 


The ANOS Council AGM will be held in Kempsey 
Heights Bowling Club, 10 Polwood St. (on the 
corner of Tozer st) West Kempsey, Saturday 5™ 
September, 2015 at 2:30pm. This early starting 
time is to avoid delaying the Presentation 
Dinner that evening. There will be a fund raising 
auction for The 8'" ANOS Conference to be held 


in 2016 during this evening. | have seen part of |y © 


the listing for plants to be auctioned and am 
impressed by the quality up for sale. My advice 


for all those who want quality orchids is to start x 


saving! 


| have spoken often about improving the culture 
of my orchids with a_ regular 
programme of fungicide/insecticide and was 


very disappointed to come home (after being 


overseas for a month) to find that ringtail 
possums have developed-a_ liking of my 
Sarcochilus! | have never been troubled by them 
before but in the last 6 months they have 


devastated 3 passionfruit vines and now they § 


are eating the tops of some of my bigger 
Sarcochilus plants. | have sealed off the access 
for them and hope they don’t find another 
entry. 


The ANOS Cairns to Cooktown tour was a 
resounding success according to Ray Clement. 
Bruce Gray (as | expected) was an excellent tour 
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leader and took the tourists to many interesting 
orchid places. The mini bus even managed to 
get to the top of Mt Lewis! 


Most of you would know of the passing of Peter 
Kiernan from ANOS Geelong. Peter was active in 
orchid conservation being Conservation Officer 
for ANOS Vic. and led many surveys. In addition, 
he held long-term positions on the committee of 
ANOS Geelong and service on ANOS Council. A 
well liked and decent man. 


Spring is nearing and with it show time for many 
native orchid lovers. Ray Clement, National 
Registrar of Judges, has announced the 
elevation of quite a number of judges in 
Victoria, NSW and Queensland. Congratulations 
to all those concerned. 


Hope you are all enjoying your Australian native 
orchids as much as | am. 


Tovy Clarke, 


Den. Avril’s Gold ‘Oscar’? AM AOC (below) 
grown by Henk van den Berg 


ty a} 


- 
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The inaugural Autumn ANOS Show for Greater Sydney 


Just for something different, the Macarthur 
ANOS Group based in the colder parts of 
southwestern Sydney decided to throw an 
autumn show because it coincided with the 
flowering of the ‘Cookies’ - Dendrobium 
bigibbum - and the many hybrids that come 
from it, both the fully tropical types and the 
intersectional hybrids with those dendrobiums 
we are more familiar with from ‘down south’. 


The show was first considered when one of the 
members of Sydney ANOS Group asked me if 
ANOS Macarthur would be interested in hosting 
a show, as the owner of the shopping centre at 
which Sydney ANOS held one of their shows was 
also the owner of one of the smaller shopping 
centres in our part of the world. 


There were a few teething problems - getting 
the show arranged and a bit of information 
around to promote it, inviting the local exotic 
orchid society to consider showing with us (they 
ended up just putting on a display which was 
great for both clubs), and then finding out that 
the best time would be on Mother’s Day eve. So 


Grand Champion of the show - Dendrobium bigibbum grown by Maryanne Warner. 


Greg Steenbeeke 


all the ducks were in alignment (well, not really - 
it’s not the flowering season for Caleana!) 


To say it went magnificently for a first testing of 
the waters is an understatement. The ANOS 
group gained six new members—our most from 
a show ever according to the president and 
others in the committee. We had eight tables 
clothed in orchids and thankfully, the larger 
majority by numbers (but not be showiness) 
were natives. So successful was the show that it 
has been booked in again for 7th May 2016. We 
hope to have even more Sydney region growers 
come along to display their plants at the only 
ANOS show in the Sydney area at this time of 
year. Mind you, Champion Terrestrial came 
from down near Yass, showing all are welcome! 


The Grand Champion was in fact a Dendrobium 
bigibbum, grown beautifully by Maryanne 
Warner. Other champions were Dendrobium 
Eleanor Chan (Reserve Grand), Den. rigidum 
(Champion Specimen), Dendrobium bigibbum 
(best seedling), and Pterostylis revoluta 


(Champion Terrestrial). 





Opposite page—Champion Specimen (Dendrobium rigidum) and part of the pot display of 


Champion Terrestrial, Prerostylis revoluta. 
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Visit our Nursery on the 
Mid North Coast near Taree, NSW. 


Large range of 
Australian Native Orchids, species 
& hybrids from tube to flowering size. 


Ipmses(Cluly Growps 
Welcome ly apy DOIMntmMent, 


Cultural talks & morning tea facilities 
available. Free catalogue & cultural 
notes available by request. 


Nursery Hours: Mon-Fri 9am to 4pm 
Saturday by Appointment 


TINONEE ORCHID NURSERY 


768 Tinonee Road, Tinonee, 2430 


Phone: (02) 6553 1012 
www.tinoneeorchids.com orchids@tinoneeorchids.com 
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On the cover - Dendrobium Cosmic Gold ‘Sandy’ 


This magnificent plant was bought as a seedling 
in early 2000. John Apps also bought two 
seedlings at the same time and successfully 
flowered a very nice plant as well. 


The cross was done by David Butler who used D. 
Avril’s Gold ‘Pure Gold’ with the well known, 
great parent D. speciosum ‘Windermere’. 


To me what is so impressive about this plant is 
the bolt upright flower stems, looking like they 
have been staked even though they haven't. 
Not taking away the excellent shape and colour 
of the plant, | feel that the raceme habit is 
amazing. 
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Tony Clarke 


Although it was recognised as early as 2009 
when it was awarded the Victorian Native 
Hybrid Orchid of the Year and received an Ira 
Butler Silver Medal, it really announced its 
presence to the world at the St. Ives Show in 
2014 where it was judged Grand Champion and 
awarded an FCC by the AOC and an AM by 
ANOS. 2015 saw it get Reserve Champion at the 
same show. 


It also received Hybrid of the Year in 2014 from 
both the Orchid Society of NSW and the AOC. 


All in all it is a very impressive specimen that 
reflects the ability of the master orchid grower 
Henk van den Berg. 


On the web - the new ANOS website 






Rick Winch 
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Dear Members, 


updated ‘look’. 


srg. June 2015 


| — All Group W 
| | Official Journal of the Australasian Native Orchid Society mone 








After an extended time over the past 12 months 
or so, the new ANOS Inc. Website is operational 
at www.anos.org.au. You may have to refresh 
your web browser to facilitate the change. 


Members will notice several changes in the 
format, especially in the Membership Menu 
where we are still to have an Option for PayPal 
payments, so in the interim please do NOT use 
that option. As well, there is a functional PDF 
Membership Form to complete that will 
automatically be sent to the Treasurer for action 
once you finish filling it out. 


All of the ANOS Groups will need to appoint a 
Website Co-ordinator to update their Pages, 
Those appointed co-ordinators will be required 
to Register on the Website, with their Name, 
Email address and put in a_ site-specific 
password (please keep a record). Once they 
have done that | can approve them to be 
Administrators of the Group. If you have a 
problem, please do not hesitate to email me on 
rickwinch@westnet.com.au or call me (08) 9752 
3785. 


| encourage both Groups and Members to 
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The new upgraded Website is now in operation, and will see an 


| encourage Member Groups to utilise their Home Page to keep 
Memberships informed. 


fickwinch@westnet.com.au for instructions on how to update their 
Pages. | have updated the Contacts Listing for each of the Groups 
with the names that we have on File. 


The June 2015 Issue of the Orchadian has some very interesting 
articles for all Members thanks to our Editor Greg Steenbeeke who 
continues to impress. 











coordinators should email me at 






















contribute to ‘Blog’s’ on their Pages, and 
actively promote your Group to the world of 
Orchids. You blog can be used to advertise 
events such as shows, sales, tuber auctions, 
anniversaries and other events. Groups are also 
invited to share photos of plants benched at 
meetings and shows. 


Several of the menus are still ‘under 
construction’, especially the photos as it takes a 
considerable time to upload each photo. If there 
are any members out there who would like their 
photos published, please send them to me, and 
if of good quality they will be placed under the 
appropriate genera. 


Members are reminded that the ANOS Inc. 
Annual General Meeting will be held in Kempsey 
during the Speciosum Spectacular weekend. All 
positions will be declared vacant and | 
encourage you to consider nominating. 
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Book Review 


TITLE: Orchids of Margaret River and Australia’s 


South West Capes 
Author: JANE SCOTT 
Publication: May 2015 — Paperback 
ISBN: 978-0-9924851-2-2 
Subjects: Includes Index 
152 pages 
Text description and coloured 
photographs. 


A worthy new publication for any orchid 
enthusiast is the release of Orchids of Margaret 
River and Australia’s South West Capes by Jane 
Scott. 


Jane has already promoted the Margaret River 
Region with a number of other publications 
highlighting flora of the South West corner of 
Western Australia. Other publications of the 
South West area of Western Australia can be 
seen on the inside of the back cover. 


This latest release certainly details a 
comprehensive list of Western Australia’s native 
terrestrial orchids. 


i | “ORCHIDS OF. - 
S MARGARET RIVER 


OUTHWEST CAPES: 


Jane-Scott} 


A _ terrestrials 
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The publication commences with a contents 
page which leads to a brief introduction and to 
the naming of orchids. 


An organised Index at the end of the publication 
is concise and easy to follow. 


There are 27 taxa illustrated in the book with 
130 descriptions and photographs arranged in 
alphabetical order. Each description also gives 
an indication of flowering times for each 
species. 


If you are interested in Caladenia species (spider 
orchids) Diuris species (donkey — orchids) 
Thelymitra species (sun orchids) and others, you 
will be delighted with the images produced for 
this book. 


Jane also includes orchids which have been 
identified as Threatened Flora or Priority Flora 
found within the region. 


Photography in this publication is superb. Each 
image gives a precise identification of each 
orchid flower and makes the observer looking 
for terrestrial orchids able to readily identify 
the name of which flower has been found. 
Images of this quality as published do assist in 
the naming of orchid specimens. 


The book highlights author Jane Scott’s 
extensive knowledge of orchid species of this 
area and is a wonderful introduction to the 
terrestrial orchids of the Margaret River 
region. 


This publication is a great edition to any library 
and an asset for those searching for 
in the South West Cape 
environment. 


Book distributed by: 

Cypress Book Agency 

38 Harvest Road, 

North Fremantle WA 6159 

- Telephone (08) 9335 9192 

Email: Margaret.cypress@amnet.net.au 
Cost: $20.00 plus postage 


Phil Bunney 
Dalyellup, Western Australia 
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NOTICE OF ANN UAL GENERAL MEETING 


Members are advised that the Annual General Meeting of the Australasian Native Orchid Society 
(ANOS) Inc. will be held at the Kempsey Heights Bowling Club, 10 Polwood St, West Kempsey NSW 
2440, on Saturday September 5th 2015 at 2:30 pm. The meeting coincides with the first day of the 
Kempsey Speciosum Spectacular show. An election for office bearers (7 positions) and for 5 


councillors will be held. 


For nomination forms and / or proxy forms, please contact the Secretary (Phil Ritchie) on email 
(ritchiepj@bigpond.com) or by telephone (03 9525 9606). 


All members are welcome to attend. 





DENDROBIUM SPECIOSUM 
SPECTACULAR & 
AUSTRALASIAN ORCHID 
SPECIES and HYBRID SHOW 2015 


Kempsey, NSW 


Ted & Winsome Walmsley and ANOS Mid North 
Coast Group. 


Dates for this show, which provides an unparalleled opportunity to see some of the best 
speciosums in flower, are given below. Be sure to note in your diary and plan to be there. In 
addition to the wonderful plants on show, a range of top quality line bred plants will be for sale. 
All are welcome to exhibit and judging will be by an all ANOS panel. Monetary prizes and trophies 
will be awarded in a range of classes including species, hybrids and terrestrials. 


Interstate entries are encouraged with a prize 
for the most travelled orchid. 


Dates: Sat 5" Sept 10am to 4pm [Although 
closed for judging between 11am and 12noon 
this day] 


Sun 6th Sept 9am to 2pm 
Location: 57 Spooners Ave., Greenhill via 
Kempsey. 


Details: Electronic copy of a brochure with 
locality map, show schedule and associated 
events is available by e-mailing John Zietsch at 
anosmidnorthcoast@ hotmail.com. 


OR contact Ted Walmsley on (02) 6562-7150 or 
John Zietsch on (02) 6554-9733. 
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Growing Orchids in My Conditions 


When we first moved to Yass from the northern 
beaches of Sydney, | made the decision that | 
was not going to attempt to grow any orchid 
that needed heat. Considering the current price 
of electricity and gas, this was a fortuitous move 
on my part. Where | live the temperatures 
ranges from minus 8°C to 45°C so | decided that 
native terrestrials would be my speciality. 


Despite sometimes being considered the poor 
relation of the orchid world, terrestrials have a 
unique charm and many advantages. 


Advantages 


1. Terrestrial tubers are relatively inexpensive 
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Nita Wheeler, Yass NSW 


and easy to obtain legally, but remember it is 
highly illegal to collect from the bush. 


2. Most will multiply quite rapidly. 


3. Part of your potting mix can be reused the 
following year and the rest tipped on the 
garden. 


4. Terrestrials are not prone to many pests. 
5. They don’t require much water. 


6. You don’t have to do anything to them for 4 
months of the year while they are dormant. 


7. They don’t require fertilizing after potting. 


8. The variety in shapes, flower size and colours 
is wonderful. 


9. A good size specimen pot 
is really eye catching. 


10. A_ hot/cold climate 
seems to create excellent 
growing conditions even for 
coastal terrestrials. 


11. Once you have an 
interest in terrestrials, 
holiday bushwalking takes 
on a whole new interest. 


How to grow terrestrials 


There are many different 
mixes that are used to pot 
terrestrial tubers. 


Quite a few people use a 
mix of potting mix, sand, 
peat moss and leaf mould, 
others a straight Australian 
native plant mix, others 
sand, pebbles, even coco 
fibre etc., but the main thing 
is the pot must have 
excellent drainage. My mix 
is straight Amgrow Black 
Label Seed Raising mix 


Pterostylis boormannii 
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which is a very light mix with excellent drainage. 
As this mix doesn’t have much organic matter 
added to it, finding small tubers at repotting 
time is easier. 


| grow my terrestrials in a north/south facing 
tunnel house under 90% shadecloth. Most 
growers have a solid roof and open sides to 
control the watering regime but | like to have 
full air movement and if too much rain is 
forecast, | can just throw a cover over them 


| try to always use the same sized pots, if you 
use different sized pots under-watering and 
overwatering can occur, causing problems with 
rotting tubers. | also do not use squat pots as 
when the plant is making new tubers, | feel they 
need room to move and grow. 


We live in the country with no town water 
supply and are therefore reliant on rain water. 
Fortunately we have a large dam and the water 
is pumped to holding tank and then gravity fed 
to the garden pump for use. Remembering that 
terrestrials do not like too much fertiliser, | 
would recommend rain water where possible. 


For general growing purposes | use 6 inch pots. 
These will hold on average 15 to 20 tubers 
depending on the tuber size, you want the 
surface of the pot to be covered by foliage so it 
really is a judgement call. 


How to repot terrestrials 


You should keep the plant moist at all times 
during the growth period. Once flowering has 
finished the leaves will start to turn yellow. Stop 
watering and let the pot dry out, overwatering 
at this point will cause the tubers to rot. 


| generally repot late December/January and 
this is the easy part. Tip out the pot and you will 
find the old plus new tubers in the mix. Some of 
the new tubers are very small so go through 
your mix carefully to minimise the risk of 
throwing them away by accident. 


| don’t line the bottom of my pots before adding 
the mix, | know a lot of people do but | find that 
the initial watering after potting settles the mix 
and once positioned in the tunnel house, | don’t 
move the pots. 


Fill your pot to within 65 mm of the top, place a 
The Orchadian, Volume 18 Number 5 





Microtis media 


small pinch of blood and bone over the mix, 
remembering that like all Australian native 
plants they don’t like fertilizer, and then place 
25 mm mix on top. Arrange your tubers on top 
of this mix, if uncertain about which direction is 
up, when you examine the tubers you will see 
that each tubers has an ‘eye’ from which the 
new growth will appear. If the tuber is dirty and 
you cannot see the eye, the tubers can be rinsed 
in warm water. 


| have found over the years that like bulbs, the 
positioning of the ‘eye’ doesn’t seem to matter 
too much, for my non show plants | sometimes 
just spread them over the mix surface, cover 
and the all still come up. So like bulbs, they 
seem to turn and grow towards the surface. 


Place the tuber with the ‘eye’ facing upwards, 
cover with another 25 mm of mix and top the 
pot with a cover of clean and chopped casuarina 
or pine needles. This is to make watering easier 
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as there is less soil disturbance, also the plants 
sit nicely on top of the needles to create a good 
display. 


Some growers like to bury their tubers deeper 
than 25 mm but this is my average on all my 
terrestrials and | never have a problem with 
flowers falling over in transit to meetings or 
shows. | have a theory that the tubers find their 
own level for optimum growth. 


Pterostylis curta specimen plant. 


Give to pot a good watering to settle the mix, 
then place in the shade or dappled light. Be 
careful to only give light watering until the plant 
starts to show new growth, then water regularly 
until flowering finishes and the whole cycle 
begins again. 


| tend to use 150 to 250 mm pots for showing, 
mainly because the flowers look wonderful en 
masse, | start by placing a tuber in the centre 
and work my way out in a circular pattern, | 
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used to try to use the biggest tubers but after a 
few years found it made no difference with 
Pterostylis species and very little with any thing 
else, they all seem to grow and flower equally 
well. 


Australian terrestrial orchids are judged at 
shows by the appreciation method, in other 
words by appearance and general condition. 


The flowers should be erect with no need of 
staking, all the same height is preferable to 
contribute to the balance and harmony of 
the display 


Flowers are not judged individually and all 
should be the same clone 


The shape and size of the flowers is compared 
to the optimum for that species or hybrid 
and should have clear distinct coloration. 


In my unheated conditions | did grow the 
evergreen Phaius and Calanthe but they refused 
to flower so were given to a like-minded friend 
on the coast where flowering of course is 
fantastic. 


Corybas (and Corysanthes) do very well in this 
climate with the same treatment as everything 
else. Being covered with a plastic food container 
when flowering is first initiated, just to maintain 
some humidity is the only extra care they 
receive. Diuris, Thelymitra and Caladenia like 
more light, while Acianthus, Chiloglottis, 
Cyrtostylis, Spiranthes and most others are 
happy alongside the Pterostylis. 


| grow many different species of terrestrials but 
they all get the same treatment and are re- 
potted at the same time. Most are re-potted 
annually, mainly because they multiply so much, 
and over the years | have found that while they 
like to be crowded they don’t like to be crushed. 


Good beginners orchids are Pterostylis curta, 
Pterostylis pedunculata, Pterostylis nutans and 
Pterostylis truncata, all good, hard to kill plants. 
There are also more hybrids being made, 
particularly among the Pterostylis. | prefer to 
grow species as you cannot improve on 
perfection. 


The main point | want to emphasise is that your 
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mix should have excellent drainage and your 
plants must be given sufficient light that they 
will grow upright, if you notice the flower spikes 
leaning, it’s towards the light, rotate your pots 
for maximum exposure. 


Pest and diseases are few with terrestrials, 
snails and slugs can be a nuisance. The only 
major problem | have had has been during the 
two mice plagues we have experienced. Those 
nasty little rodents ignored all my dendrobiums 
and went. straight for the  terrestrials, 
decimating my collection. 


But all in all, terrestrials are a very satisfying 
orchid to grow, and the colours under a 
magnifying glass are stunning. Since few people 
grow them, a nice potful will always cause 
interest at a meeting or show. | believe that a 
greater appreciation of our terrestrial orchids is 
needed as well as some form of controlled 
growing programme. What a shame it would be 
if some natural disaster wiped out an entire 
species which could have been saved by some 
forethought on the part of the relevant 
authorities. 


oe 


South Australia’s 


Native Orchids DVD 2011 
Bates, R.J. 2011 










Compiled by Bob Bates and published by the 
Native Orchid Society of South Australia. This 
1,276 page document is in Adobe Acrobat PDF 
format and has been fully indexed on both 
botanic and common names making it very 
easy to navigate to any orchid quickly. 












$25.00 plus postage 


Reserve your copy today by ordering... 
Website: australianorchidfoundation.org.au 


Tel/Fax: (03) 5627 6303 
P.0. Box 322 Essendon North 3041 Australia 
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Acianthus and related genera on the Central Coast of NSW 


‘A’ is the first letter of the alphabet, and as such 
it is appropriate that the six members of the 
genus Acianthus and similar genera which have 
been observed growing on the NSW Central 
Coast in recent years are the subject of this very 
first contribution to The Orchadian. For 
historical completeness, mention is also made 
of a seventh species which was observed in 
Wyrrabalong National Park some years ago. 


Jones (2006) groups the 7 species amongst 
those under the heading “Elf, Mosquito and 
Gnat Orchids”, distributed across the genera 
Acianthella,  Acianthus, _—_Cyrtostylis. and 
Nemacianthus. PlantNET (2015) and the World 
Checklist (2015) on the other hand do not 
accept Nemacianthus. 


All 7 species are small terrestrial orchids with a 


Bruce Smith, ANOS Central Coast 


single horizontally-held leaf on each plant. 
Flowers emerge on a single stem rising from the 
base of the leaf. Several are self-pollinating; 
others are pollinated by gnats which feed on 
nectar presented on the labellum. 


Acianthella amplexicaulis — Green Elf Orchid — 
is a favourite from this group. It is a tiny plant, 
very difficult to locate, yet is an exquisite gem of 
shape, colour and attitude when viewed up 
close. Flowering in autumn, its flowers are each 
only about 3mm across, from 2 to 10 or so ona 
thin stem up to about 90mm tall; they are 
translucent green with a prominent reddish 
anther. The single, small, thumbnail-sized leaf 
has a quite distinctive shape not dissimilar to 
the club on a playing card. A self-pollinating 
plant, the flower stems lengthen significantly as 
the seed capsules ripen. Recent sightings on the 


yj Central Coast have been on steep, wet, south to 


Acianthella amplexicaulis colony (above) and 
individual flower (right), 
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) Acianthus (Nemacianthus) caudatus 





| flower in late winter on the Central Coast. Long 


narrow sepals — up to 40mm by 0.5mm — 


| distinguish this flower from the other 6 species 
| described 


in this article. Its dark reddish 
colouring makes excellent camouflage and 


_) ensures that photography is difficult in low light. 


The reddish-green flower stem on plants on the 
Central Coast is up to 150mm. Leaves are heart 
shaped, dark green above and purple below. It 
is found in the company of Acianthus fornicatus 


Hand Pyrorchis nigricans on sandy ridges in 


amongst Xanthorrhoea and common _ heath 
bushes and small trees at the northern end of 
the Central Coast. 


Acianthus exiguus — Tiny Mosquito Orchid — 
was sighted in large numbers during bush 


_ regeneration activities in Wyrrabalong National 
| Park in 1997/1998. It has not been sighted in 


recent years. 


4 Acianthus exsertus — Dark Mosquito Orchid — 


flowers in the autumn and winter, and is easily 
confused with A. pusillus; in both the petals are 
folded back along the ovary, in complete 
contrast with A. fornicatus where the petals face 
forward. The flower stem is dark red from 
100mm long, and each purplish flower is 12- 


/ 16mm long. Flowers are larger in A. exsertus 
| than in A. pusillus, and the A. exsertus flowers 


+, are well separated on the flower stem. Leaves 





south-western facing forested hillsides under 
ferns, living in the leaf litter and the rotting 
wood from fallen limbs and tree trunks; such 


sightings are almost guaranteed to be 
accompanied by inquisitive leeches. Previously, 
A. amplexicaulis had been observed in the 
Wyrrabalong National Park in the late 1990s. 


Acianthus (Nemacianthus) caudatus — Mayfly 
Orchid — produces the largest flowers in the 
group and also has a reputation for emitting an 
unpleasant odour on warm days. Mayfly orchids 
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| are heart shaped, dark green above and purple 
) below. A. exsertus is found on damp slopes in 
| the hill country to the west of the Central Coast, 
| from south of Bucketty through to the northern 


extremity of the Watagan Mountains. 


Acianthus fornicatus — Large Mosquito Orchid — 
is by far the most common and most numerous 
of the species described in this article. A. 
fornicatus flowers from late autumn right 
through winter. The flowers are similar size to A. 
exsertus, 10-14mm long, held on a flower stem 
from 100-300mm. Labellums are quite variable 
in colour, ranging from pure green through to 
dark purplish red. The dorsal sepal hoods the 
column in contrast to A. exsertus and A. pusillus. 
A. fornicatus plants which have finished 
flowering may often be seen with many seed 
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capsules, and like numerous other small 
terrestrials the flower stems _ elongate 
significantly after pollination. A. fornicatus is 
found all over the Central Coast, often in vast 
colonies with hundreds if not thousands of 
plants, though only a small percentage of 
plants may flower at any one time. 


Acianthus pusillus — Small Mosquito Orchid - 
flowers in the autumn and winter, and is 
easily confused with A. exsertus. The A. 
exsertus flower stem is also dark red; 
however each translucent flower is much 
smaller than A. exsertus at 8-12mm long. A. 
pusillus flowers are also quite crowded on the 
flower stem. A. pusillus is found in hills away 
from the sea on the Central Coast. 


Cyrtostylis reniformis — Common Gnat Orchid 
— is readily identifiable in both leaf and flower 
forms. Its leaves are up to 30mm x 40mm, 
have distinctive light coloured veins, and 
normally are held very close to the soil. 
Flowers are 11-14mm long, dark red, with a 
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flat pointed labellum. Leaves are heart 
shaped, dark green above and purple 
below. Flowering in winter and early 
spring, C. reniformis has been found in 
two small colonies on the Central Coast, 
each on damp lower slopes just north 
of the Hawkesbury River, between 10 
and 20 plants in each colony. 
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Cyrtostylis reniformis (above) and Acianthus 
pusillus (left) - with livestock! 


AUSTRALIAN DECIDUOUS 
TERRESTRIAL ORCHIDS 


Available as.... 
Bare root plants: May — August 
Dormant tubers: November — February 


Easily grown species and hybrids from a range 
of genera including: Caladenia, Chiloglottis, 


Corybas, Cyrtostylis, Diplodium, Diuris, . 
Microtis, Pterostylis and Thelymitra. 


NESBITTS ORCHIDS 
PO BOX 72 
WALKERVILLE, SOUTH AUSTRALIA 5081 
Phone: (08) 8261 1550 
Email: lesn@adam.com.au 
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Dendrobium tetragonum in cultivation 


For many years | had trouble growing this 
species and over time lost interest in growing it. 
About 7 years ago while wandering through Ray 
Clement’s (Tinonee Orchids) private collection | 
was amazed by his Dendrobium tetragonum 
plants which were in flower. The bulk of these 
were from Reg Sheens (the late Reg Sheens was 
a successful native hybridiser and had retired to 
Bobin a village to the west of Taree), later as 
Reg aged he moved to Wingham and | used to 
spend as much time as | could admiring his 
collection of native orchids and hybrids. | 
particularly admired his D. Ku-Ring-Gai “Bobin’ 
which | believe is now owned by Lloyd Edwards.) 


Ray has kept Reg’s collection of “line bred” D. 
tetragonum and | recommend to all orchid 
enthusiasts to call in during July/August (phone 
first to see if they are in flower). 


Talking to Ray about how he has grown these 
orchids, that | have found difficult, he showed 
me his method of culture. Ray uses mesh pots 
with coco chips/perlite as media. Now like a lot 
of other orchid growers | had bad results using 
coco chips in media for most other native 
orchids, but the evidence is there to be seen in 
his magnificent D. tetragonum. Ray explained 
that there are some important rules about his 
culture using coco chips: 
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Tony Clarke 


- Ray uses about 70% coco chips to 30% perlite 
in his mix. 
- All plants are potted in mesh pots and hung in 


extra shade (similar to that for growing 
Sarcochilus). 


- D, tetragonum is almost always found growing 
near creeks, rivers and even wetland areas so 
they require humidity. In areas and times of low 
humidity containers of water placed 
immediately below the plant can help with this. 


- During hot weather cool air movement is 
essential. 


These are some of Ray’s D. tetragonum; (the D. 
tetragonum var. cacatua | think is beautiful) 


- Plants are hung under a solid roof to control 
watering. 


Over the following years | have purchased quite 
a few D. tetragonum plants, mainly from 
Tinonee, and re-potted most into Ray’s mix, the 
main exception to this is when they have been 
mounted. The two best mounts | have found are 
slabs of tree fern and the best tree fern for this 
is Cyathea australis and rolled up paperbark. 


Mounts, like potting mix in a pot will break 
down and the pH will change so be aware of this 
and while it is much easier to repot, dipping the 
mount into liquid lime mix will help. It may be 
necessary to break away as much 
of the old mount as possible, 
without damaging the roots and 
a re-tie onto a fresh slab. 


Borers (usually the larva of a 
moth) are a big problem with 
using mounts (borers can invade 
potting mixes as well) so | spray 
or dip mounts into a not so toxic 
(for me) insecticide as a pre- 
emptive strategy. 


| have found that my front 
Dendrobium tetragonum var. 


cacatua 
Photo by Ray Clement 
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verandah is an excellent place to grow my D. 
tetragonum as it faces northeast and gets winter 
sunlight until after midday. During summer the 
sun climbs higher in the sky so by about 11:00am 
it is shaded. | use 1 layer of 70% shadecloth to 
shade them but some | grow where they are 
protected from summer sun by shrubs. 


The air movement is excellent and during 
summer | get cool NE breezes. 


| usually mist the orchids that are grown along 
this verandah every morning. 


These are some of my favourite D. tetragonum 
plants; 


While it is obvious that the breeding of these 
plants has been from using inter-varietal D. 
tetragonum and they are certainly not ‘pure’, the 
result is highly colourful plants that are 
horticulturally superior to most plants in the 
wild. This should relieve collection from the wild 
but will probably never stop it. There is a 





(Above) Dendrobium tetragonum subsp. roadside backyard ‘nursery’ selling what appear 
giganteum to be bush collected D. melaleucaphilum in 
Urunga NSW which | think is disappointing and 


(Below) Dendrobium tetragonum subsp. 
; unnecessary . 

giganteum 

Tinonee Orchids have bred using the Reg Sheen 

collection and have well grown seedlings for sale 

at a reasonable price that will be far superior to 


almost anything from the bush. 


Photos by Ray Clement. 


wish to take the opportunity to correct a story 
that is on Wayne Turville’s website regarding the 
collection of the ‘red lip’ form of D. tetragonum. 


This is Noel Jupp’s story of his collection of the 
red lipped D. tetragonum as told to me in early 
August 2015. 


During the early 1970s a school teacher 
friend (Ted Barker) told me of an unusual 
orchid that grew in the bush near the 
school where he taught in Kennedy, on the 
Bruce Highway, North Queensland. When 
he described it to me | was very interested 
in it as it seemed like a large form of D. 
tetragonum. | managed to get to Kennedy 
for the next flowering period and met my 
friend at his home. The following day | went 
to the small school to find that-its pupils 
were mainly Aboriginal children. Ted asked 
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for the best tree climbers to come for a 
walk, whereupon ALL the children came. | 
used a telephoto lens to pick the best 
coloured plants and the children had a 
great time climbing the trees to get them. 


Two of these plants had a beautiful solid 
coloured labellum with deep, coloured 
markings around the edges of the 
segments. | called these ‘Barker’ after my 
friend and ‘Kennedy’ after the small town. 


| don’t know where this story of Bas Borger 
collecting the plants has come from as D. 
tetragonum subsp. giganteum is not found 
anywhere near the Carrai plateau and Noel’s 
version is entirely different. 


Sid Batchelor was not the only person to buy 
seedlings of the cross D. tetragonum subsp. 
giganteum ‘Barker’ x ‘Kennedy’. The late Bill 
Skillicorn remade D. Ku-Ring-Gai using D. 
tetragonum ‘Barker’ x ‘Kennedy’ and then used 
it to make D..Zip (registered in 1987). The late 
Jack McMillan purchased some of these 
seedlings from Bill and flowered the magnificent 


Dendrobium tetragonum subsp. 
melaleucaphilum at Kempsey Show 2014. 
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Deals acer Pre 


Dendrobium tetragonum ‘Mel’ 


D. Zip ‘J.Mc.’. 


This plant was then used 
extensively by Neil Finch and 
others. This is a parallel path to the 
origin of the solid coloured lipped 
hybrids we see today. 


Reg Sheen also used _ seedlings 
bought from Riverdene Nursery 
(that of Noel Jupp) for his line 
breeding which we can still see 
today. 


A line-bred complex Dendrobium 


tetragonum plant benched at NSW 
Orchid SPECIES Society. There are 
elements of D. tetragonum subsp. 


tetragonum (shape, sepal markings) 
and D. tetragonum subsp. giganteum 
(red labellum and size). 
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8" Australasian Native Orchid Conference & Show 


Kempsey, NSW, Ist - 


Conference Fundraiser Auction 

Kempsey Heights Bowling Club, 6.00 pm 
Saturday 5th September 2015 (following from 
the ANOS AGM). 


Includes 


highly sought after clones of D. 


speciosum and top class Dendrobium and 
Sarcanthinae seedlings. 

Donor names shown in (brackets). 

If you can’t be there try to find a friend to bid 
on your behalf 

If additional plants are received it may be 
necessary to auction a selection of the list at the 
Welcome BBQ to be held at Kempsey Dirt Bike 
Track on Friday 4™ September commencing at 


5.30 pm. 
Lot 1 


3 x 80mm pot plants 


Dendrobium Dingadee - Exact remake of 


Dingadee seen at Kempsey 2014. (W 
Perrin) 


Den. Australian Goldrush ‘Hulk’ AM/ 


OSCOV - Mericlone. Victorian Orchid 
of the year (Chris Pegg) 


Den. Jayden ‘Goodie’ AM/OSCOV x D. 


Lot 2 


Lot 3 


Lot 4 


Lot 5 


Lot 6 


Lot 7 


Lot 8 
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Cosmic Gold "Sandy" FCC/AOC NSW - 
Hybrid of the year 2014 (Henk van den 
Berg) 

D. Avril’s Gold - unflowered seedling; 
hybridised by Michael Drobski (Henk 
van den Berg) 

D. Henk van den Berg = (D. Ivory 
‘deepest orange' x D. Yondi Tina 
'Goliath’): hybridised by Wayne 
Turville (Henk van den Berg) 
Den./Dock. seedlings - 6 x 50mm tubes 
(DUNO) 

Sarc. seedlings - 6 x 50mm tubes 
(DUNO) 

D. Dunokayla seedlings - 4 x 50mm 
tubes (DUNO) 

D. speciosum flask - (Creek Aureum x 
Bill’s Gold) x (Palmaston Mist 
Winsome); hybridiser, Ted Walmsley 


D. speciosum flask — ‘Sunny James' x 
(AXB Red Factor x Blew Moon); 


4th September 2016. 


hybridiser, Ted Walmsley 

Lot 9 D. speciosum var. speciosum 'Charlie' 
AM/AOC-NSW (1989) (Bernie 
Fletcher) 

Lot 10  D. speciosum var. speciosum ‘John 
Lynch' AM/AOC-NSW (1994) (Bernie 
Fletcher) 

Lot11  D. speciosum var. speciosum 'Neil’s 
Choice' (Bill Dobson) 

Lot12 _D. speciosum var. curvicaule 
‘Winsome’ (Ted Walmsley) 

Lot 13D. speciosum var. speciosum 'Neil’s 
Choice' (Tony Clarke) 

Lot 14 _D. speciosum var. grandiflorum 
'Rockpile' (Gerry Walsh) 

Lot15 D. speciosum var. grandiflorum 'Creek 
Aureum' (Ted Walmsley) 

Lot16  D. speciosum 'Sahara Gold' (= ‘Desert 
Head’) x (‘Windermere’ x self) (John 
Zietsch) 

Lot17 _D. speciosum (‘Bee Creek’ x ‘Daylight 
Moon’) (George Wheeldon & Yvonne 
Ferris) 

Lot18 D. speciosum (‘Herberton’ x 
‘Windermere’) x (‘AXB Red Factor’) 
(Dennis Sinclair) 

Lot19 Phaius tankervilleae 'Callyn' - GC 2012 
Newcastle Sarc Show (DUNO) 

Lot 20 Den. Tye Dye - 7 cane division of 
original cross by Neil Finch (DUNO) 

Lot 21 Cymbidium Australian Midnight - 
division of original from Ken Russell 
(Ted Walmsley) 

Lot 22 Dendrobium Jonathon's Glory 
‘BM! (Ray Clement) 

Lot 23. Sarcochilus Fitzhart 'Gold on Red' - 
Large specimen plant (Ray Clement) 


Further details contact John Zietsch (02) 6554 
9733 or email jzi01935 @bigpond.net.au 
Find us on Facebook at midnorthcoast anos 
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Orchids 
Australia 


OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN ORCHID COUNCIL 


92 Pages 
Eye-catching Color 















Subscription Rates 
$50.00 pa (six copies) 






Check out our home page on the internet 
http://www.orchidsaustralia.com 


Orchids Australia 
P.O. Box 329, Mitcham, SA. 5062 
Australia 
coralie.hills@bigpond.com 


(Advise Card Name, 
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Se ais 
Specialist breeders of Australian Native 
Orchid Species and Hybrids 
Visit us at upcomming shows 
_ See website for venue details and listings. 
Ross & Rhonda Harvey 
16 Heather-Anne Drive 
DRAPER QLD 4520 
Telephone (07) 3289 1953 
Ww 
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Bt 20is CATALOGUE 
* NOW AVAILABLE 





Australasian Native Orchid Society 


Sy DIN SNC (Es OXON) 


Don't miss our ... 


Saturday 19 September 
9.30am ~ 4.30pm 
Sunday 20 September 
9.00am ~ 4.00pm 


Eden Gardens 
(Pandorea Room} 
307 Lane Cove Road 
Macquarie Park 


Saturday 17 October 
9.30am ~ 4.00pm 


West Pennant Hills 
» Community Church 
41-43 Eaton Road 
West Pennant Hills 


Native Orchid Species & Hybrids also on Sale 


Inquiries John Hurst (02) 9481 8665 
WWW.anos.org.all/groups/sydney 


2015 
NATIVE ORCHID 
SHOW 


ST. BERNADETTE’S 


CHURCH HALL 
SOUTH RD 
ST. MARYS 


(corner of South Rd & Walsh Ave) 


Entrance by gold coin donation 


Saturday 19" September, 10am to 4pm 
Sunday 20" September, 10am to 4pm 


NATIVE ORCHID SOCIETY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. 


$ 


P.O. Box 565, Uniey SA 5061 
ww.nossa,org.au 
nossaorchids@bhotrrall. com 





Growing Australian Orchids in a Cool Climate 


Sheryl D. Lawson 


Research Associate, National Herbarium Victoria, Royal Botanic Gardens, Melbourne 


They say Melbournians can experience four 
seasons in one day. This is a challenge for the 
successful culture of orchids. However, no 
matter where orchids are grown, knowing and 
managing the microclimate in your backyard is 
critical. Our orchids have been housed in the 
foothills of the Dandenong Ranges, 45 km from 
the centre of Melbourne, for 30 years. At about 
100 m above sea level, a third of the way up Mt. 
Dandenong, there are summer and winter 
extremes posing some real difficulties for 
culture and exhibition. Those who live in middle 
and bayside suburbs have a range of very 
different microclimates and growing techniques 
due to the strong influence of lower altitudes, a 
suburban heating effect and the large water 
mass of Port Phillip Bay. In this article | will 
discuss general factors to take into 
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Internal structure of poly houses with treated pine benches and weed mat on floor 


consideration in orchid culture, and also how we 
grow a collection of cool growing Australian 
epiphytic and lithophytic orchid species and 
hybrids. 


Temperature 


This winter has been the coldest in Melbourne 
for 18 years. We have become somewhat 
complacent after a series of mild winters. Over 
thirty years ago, a series of below zero (Celsius) 
early morning temperatures devastated many 
collections. For a number of years following we 
had emergency supplementary heating in our 
orchid houses, but have not bothered for some 
years now as the winters have been milder. This 
year we have had several nights down to 0 °C 
but have not been at home at the time to 
consider extra protection. Many cool growing 
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Dendrobium and Sarcochilus are resilient down 
to this temperature but are happier above 3-4°C 
minimum. The cost of heating has become 
prohibitive, particularly for a large area. 


Of critical importance is the amount of time that 
plants have to tolerate low temperatures, so 
just looking at maximum and = minimum 
temperatures is not enough. In Melbourne on 
very cold, cloudless and frosty nights, the 
temperature can drop rapidly from around 10 
pm and stay very low until mid morning. 
Looking at the weather map the night before a 
cold morning and estimating what the minimum 
will be at your site is much better than noting 
forecasts which apply to the city or bayside 
areas. The colder outer suburbs may have 
minimums 5 °C lower. In the freezing range 
below 0 °C extra covering and supplementary 
heating is helpful to prevent plant damage. 


In summer, we have experienced some 


prolonged periods of heat with temperatures 
occasionally reaching a maximum of 45 °C in the 
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Large doors at each end of poly houses for increased air movement and ease of entrance 


last few years, more commonly 41-42 °C. At 
these times, misting and damping down are 
necessary to prevent desiccation and burning. 


Light 


The total amount of light that plants experience 
each day is an important consideration. In 
Melbourne in winter there are a significant 
number of cloudy days which reduce total light 
exposure well below what is satisfactory. In the 
Dandenong Ranges the number of cloudy days 
are more frequent due to the effects of the 
mountains on cloud behaviour. Length of 
daylight at different times of the year is another 
factor. New research has suggested that some 
plants are sensitive to less obvious factors, such 
as light quality differing when sunlight is 
incident at different angles during the seasons, 
and at different latitudes. 


Air Movement 


In the bush epiphytes and lithophytes generally 
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Central Dendrobium house flowering (above) and east-west orientation of poly houses, tree 
protection on west side, sides can drop down (opposite) 


experience constantly changing air movement 
which is difficult to reproduce in enclosed areas. 
In winter, air movement is a critical factor in 
ameliorating the potential negative effects of 
low temperatures in particular, and help plants 
to tolerate really hot conditions in summer. 


Watering 


We rely on reticulated water from the town 
supply for our orchids. This has very different 
qualities to tank water (which many people 
use), and also to fresh rainwater, which is 
different again — observe the positive effects of 
a good dose of rain on the growth of vegetables. 
Unfortunately, growing plants outside or under 
shade cloth where they can benefit from natural 
rain water brings problems of stem rot and loss 
of roots in pots in damp, cold, sunless winters. 


In summer, Sarcanthinae require high humidity 
and frequent watering, up to daily in really hot 
weather. The dendrobiums are watered several 
times a week. In winter, because of the 
persistent cold and high humidity, plants in pots 
are kept very dry and watered infrequently. 
They can go several weeks or more between 
watering. 
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Humidity 
Keeping humidity high during our dry hot 
summers is critical to prevent heat damage and 
Shrivelling of stems. Conversely, in the wet 
winters high humidity brings risk of fungal 
diseases. 


Media and Pot Culture 


Most of our plants are grown in black plastic 
pots as these are easily available. The potting 
mixture has changed over the years, and is still 
mainly based on treated pine bark and stones, 
the size varying according to the size of the 
plant and its roots. Some barks and bark mixes 
supplied in bags are too expensive for larger 
collections, and there can also be problems with 
toxicity if the bark has been treated with certain 
chemicals, rather than slowly weathered. We 
rarely use spray fertilizers due to limited time 
and a large collection, but this would improve 
culture. Repotting every one to two years is 
desirable, more often for young plants. When 
repotting we add pelleted chicken manure or 
other fertilizers in low concentration to the mix. 


Plant Selection 


Selecting species and hybrids that will grow best 
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in the conditions at a site is the most important approximately 60% shade, and with the ability 
factor in developing a successful collection. to drop down the plastic side walls to increase 
Although it is tempting to grow tropical orchids air movement, or close them to keep in the 
and hot/cold hybrids, we do not have the warmth. Openings at each end also allow air 
conditions. Cool growing Dendrobium section movement. We use the natural environment to 
Dendrocoryne and OD. sect. Rhizobium, 
Sarcochilus and allied genera, and colony 
forming terrestrials have similar cultural 
requirements, and provide’ plenty of 
Opportunity for a varied collection. We have a| Specialist Supplier of fine orchid literature 
breeding program with the variable species D. 
speciosum, D. kingianum, D. tetragonum to Large selection of new and 
produce line bred species as well as hybrids that pre-owned titles available. 
are cool growing. 


ORCHIDACEOUS BOOKS 


Browse our website at your leisure 
Our Growing Conditions 


www.orchidaceousbooks.com.au 


Or send for our catalogue. 


The orchid growing area ‘is on cleared land 
surrounded by a natural closed forest of 
stringybark messmate (Eucalyptus obliqua). This 
provides shelter from hot northerly and cold 
westerly winds, but it does tend to collect cold PO Box 4192, Tinana QLD 4850 

air in the mornings in winter. Phone 07 4122 1251 Fax 07 4122 4539 


We have several large commercial polyhouses, | Email: books@orchidaceousbooks.com.au 
covered in strong plastic providing 


Grahame and Margaret Muller 
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Gaps in roof lead to sunburn of plants 


help with shading, positioning our houses 
running east to west with a stand of 
stringybarks on the western side to protect 
against the hot westerly summer sun. 
Sarcanthinae and small seedlings grow in the 
western-most house, which has extra shade 
cloth. Dendrobium species and hybrids grow in 
the central houses, and Dendrobium speciosum 
plants grow in the most easterly houses, 
receiving the strongest light. If required, extra 
shade cloth can be placed over any area. 
Overhead watering and misting systems are in 
place, but careful hand watering is preferable 
and particularly important in winter to reduce 
rotting of immature stems and leaves. Hardy 
growing Dendrobium section Rhizobium plants 
on mounts grow in a shade house under trees in 
a sheltered position and can also be overhead 
watered in the summer. In winter, growth of all 
plants slows down markedly, and there is some 
leaf drop, usually of older leaves. 


Cultural Challenges 


In summer we have to be watchful for red 
spider in areas that are missed by the overhead 
watering. Small, sharp, pointed falling tree 
branches can spear through the plastic, making 
holes in the roof that can lead to sunburn on 
plants. We ensure areas are receiving the 
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appropriate amount of light, moving plants or 
adding or removing shade cloth as indicated. On 
really hot days, when northerly winds are 
extremely low in moisture, the misting system 
comes on for a few seconds repeatedly, and 
frequency can be adjusted depending on need. 


As the weather cools, local rats and mice come 
looking for a nice winter spot and enjoy the 
luscious new growths, so regular vigilance, 
baiting and trapping is very important. During 
winter and early spring, regular baiting for snails 
and slugs is vital, especially as flowers develop. 
In late winter as racemes are emerging, spacing 
of plants to allow racemes to develop without 
cramping is vital to keep plants and flowers in 
show bench condition. 


Spring brings aphids and caterpillars that need a 
preventative spraying program. The aphids may 
be persistent in some seasons and will severely 
damage developing racemes and growths if they 
are allowed to build up on the plants. We keep a 
watchful eye for the first batches before they 
have time to multiply. 


Exhibiting 
In cold or cool spring weather a careful 


approach is required to allow racemes and 
flowers to expand and reach their full potential. 
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Watering should be by hand with every attempt 
to keep the flowering parts dry, and avoid rot 
and spotting of flowers with Botrytis. Plants that 
show promise of high quality displays should be 
relocated to the sunniest and most favourable 
positions. If the flowers are slow in opening and 
may not make it to the show, the plants can be 
brought into the living areas of the house in an 
indirectly sunny situation to open and expand 
fully. In general, a warm period of slowly 
increasing temperatures in the month before a 
show is the desirable condition for maturing 
Dendrobium flowers for exhibition. In our 
conditions we bring the best flowering plants 
inside into the sunroom or downstairs to 


provide a controlled constant temperature as 
buds start to open. 


Ln 


One disadvantage of siting orchid houses too close to trees 
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Conclusions 


Successful growing of any plants requires 
knowledge and experience of your particular 
climate and microclimate. What works a few 
kilometres away will not necessarily be what 
works for you. Talk to the local growers in your 
orchid club, take advice into consideration. The 
most important step is watching and learning in 
your own collection, and taking frequent walks 
through the orchid house to observe what is 
happening as your best guide. There will always 
be compromises in growing, as few people have 
ideal conditions. The timely actions you take to 
provide the best conditions and protection will 
give you the opportunity to enjoy and exhibit 
plants at their optimum. 





Remaking Dendrobium Jesmond Gem 
Peter Adams, gallangowan@ optusnet.com.au 


Why remake an old hybrid - is that going 
backwards? Most breeders move forward to the 
next generation of hybrids, hoping for further 
improvements. The availability of greatly 
improved parents using line bred species, and 
the success of a particular hybrid are compelling 
reasons for remaking some older hybrids. 


Dendrobium Jesmond Gem was originally made 
by John Purvis, and registered in 1987. It is a 
cross between D. Yondi and D. speciosum. The 
D. Yondi was a Sid Batchelor seedling of D. 
kingianum x D. Eureka. The parentage of D. 
Eureka is D. tetragonum X D. jonesii. Sid named 
the hybrid after his street name, and a number 
of hybrids contain the name 'Yondi'. From 
reports, the first D. Jesmond Gem seedlings 
were attractive but not especially outstanding. | 
recall them being exhibited at the first ANOS 
Conference in Wollongong in 1990. 


The D. speciosum heritage results in seedlings 
that are slow to develop and flower, and under 


Dendrobium speciosum ‘Windermere’ 
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Melbourne conditions have taken up to 10 years 
to show their full potential. This is a negative 
factor in considering a remake, and | am not 
sure why | did it, as my breeding programme at 
that time was concentrating on D. kingianum 
line breeding and D. kingianum hybrids. | was 
probably looking to breed hybrids that flower 
in the peak spring season in Melbourne, to 
provide a contrast to the smaller statured D. 
kingianum. | used a D. Yondi seedling purchased 
in the 1980s from Hunters Nursery in Port 
Macquarie. It is likely to have been bred by Sid 
Batchelor. It has tall canes with rather short 
racemes bearing large splash-mauve flowers of 
good shape and substance. The D. speciosum 
parent was var. speciosum 'Windermere', a pale 
yellow flower of excellent shape used 


extensively in breeding, as it contributes some 
superior characteristics to hybrids. | was hoping 
for well shaped white to pale mauve flowers on 
long racemes with reasonable plant growth 
rates. 
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Dendrobium J sare Gem ‘Olive Adams' 
The Remake 


Dendrobium Yondi '1368' was pollinated using 
D. speciosum ‘Windermere’ in late October 
1990, and the resulting plants deflasked into 
compots in January 1992. Even large sized 
deflasked seedlings take a year or two to 
establish a strong plant in a 50 cm pot in the 
cool conditions of the Dandenong ranges north 
east of Melbourne. 


The seedlings were true to form, taking five 
years to first flowering on plants 15 cm high. 
Flower colours ranged from white to green- 
lemon-yellow and mauve. They were of high 
quality shape and good presentation. The initial 
impression was positive, but an accurate 
estimate of potential under my _ growing 
conditions takes 3-4 seasons. After the first five 
years, growth was more rapid and racemes 
lengthened each year. To encourage growth, 
regular repotting, good light and air movement, 
and regular fertilizing developed the plants as 
fast as possible. After 10-12 years from 
pollination most seedlings had flowered, and 
the fastest growing were small specimens in 
eight inch pots with flower colours of white, 
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cream, pale green and yellow. Over time, the 
plants have become very large with stems 
greater than 60 cm long. Some are now perhaps 
too tall for convenience, and propagation of 
new plants from small divisions is needed to 


generate small growths that will take some 
years to make up new plants. Overall, about half 
to two thirds of the progeny of the remake were 
of good to excellent quality, about 10 percent of 
these were of award quality, and less than 50 
percent were discards. This is a good outcome 
compared to many hybrids | have flowered with 
no plants worth keeping for the long term. 


Dendrobium Jesmond Gem 'Olive Adams' 


The first seedling exhibited was ‘Olive Adams’, 
with well presented pure white flowers up to 18 
per raceme, and four racemes on a plant in a six 
inch pot at first flowering. It is named after my 
mother, daughter of a prominent Melbourne 
horticulturalist and nurseryman, C.E. Isaac, who 
introduced floral clock displays to the city 
gardens in the 1940s. Olive thought the plant 
had promise and advised that it should be given 
more regular watering and fertilising. This was 
an occasion when her suggestion was very 
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timely. The plant won its class at the Yarra 
Valley Orchid Show in mid October 2002. 


In October 2004, thirteen flowering plants of 
the remake were awarded an ASQ/ AOC for 
consistency of quality. Dendrobium Jesmond 
Gem ‘Olive Adams’ was awarded an FCC/AOC 
with 85 points, an ACE/AOC with 88 pts 
(Certificate of Cultural Excellence) and Victorian 
Award of Quality of the Year (AQ/OSCOV). It has 
continued to grow and flower well for the past 
10 years and still excels at spring shows. Four 
other seedlings were awarded medium to high 
HCC/AOC, namely 'Ibis' (cream), 'Heron' (pale 
yellow), 'Egret' (white) and 'Spoonbill' (yellow). 


D. Jesmond Gem 'Lemon and Lime' 


The next plant of the cross to be awarded was 
‘Lemon and Lime’ HCC/AOC in 2013. It was 

with well 
lime green 


noteworthy for erect racemes 
presented unusually glistening 
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flowers with a yellow blush. It is a shorter more 
compact plant than any of the plants awarded 
in 2004, and needs to be seen in natural light to 
appreciate the almost iridescent quality of the 
colour combination. 


Dendrobium Jesmond Gem ‘Apricot Pie' (A 


Late Bloomer) 


In 2006 a very slow growing seedling was 
discovered growing amongst another already 
flowered (white) seedling, when 2 stems with 
brilliant orange flowers of very high quality 
appeared in the pot. The stems were carefully 
separated out and patiently cultivated for 
another 6 years. The plant then grew more 
rapidly and eventually developed into a medium 
height compact plant. It was exhibited in 
October 2014 and awarded FCC/AOC with 86 
points at the ANOS Melbourne Suburbs Group 
Spring Show. The flower shape was first class, 
and the colour a glistening orange with a deeper 
dark orange blush, It was probably 
the most striking seedling of the 
cross, and the last to flower, 24 
| years after the remake. It must be 
| recognised that the poor start to 
life in being trapped within 
another more rapidly growing 
m seedling contributed to the 
4 excessively long gap to flowering. 


‘I Analysis of Parent Influences 
The cross theoretically contains 
12.5% D. fleckeri, 12.5% D. jonesii, 
D. kingianum 25% and 50% D. 
"speciosum. The influence of D. 
_ jonesii and D. speciosum on plant 
size is evident in the tall stems, 
large leaves and robust growth, 
_jand also the white flowering of 
about 25% of the seedlings. 
Dendrobium — speciosum also 
contributes strongly to the high 
flower count, and flower size and 
pierre There is a_ visible 
narrowing of the base of the stem 


)) i\ Dendrobium Jesmond Gem 
© ‘Lemon and Lime' 
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D. Yarra Moon; D. Yarra Moon (= D. kingianum 'Pale Dragon’ x D. Jesmond Gem) (below) 


(collum), a feature inherited from D. jonesii. 
The tendency to shorter plants seen in 50 % of 
seedlings and the wide colour variation is 
contributed by D. fleckeri (yellow, green and 
orange) and D. kingianum (mauve). | classify this 
hybrid as in the D. kingianum/D.speciosum style, 
combining some of the best features of each 
component. 


What Next? 


The best quality 
seedlings of the D. 
Jesmond Gem_ group 
were used to breed 
another generation of 
hybrids. Reducing stem 
size while maintaining 
quality and number of 
flowers was the logical 
next goal, and crossing 
back to a line bred D. 
kingianum would be 
likely to achieve this. 


The first cross of the 
next generation was 
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registered in 2012 as D. Yarra Moon, using D. 
kingianum 'Pale Dragon' AM/AOC X D. Jesmond 
Gem 'Olive Adams' FCC/AOC. 'Pale Dragon' is 
one of the Dragon series ( D. kingianum ‘Purple 
Peon' x 'The Monster’), noted for award quality 
splash-purple flowers with a solid purple 
labellum, and is the highest quality flower of the 
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Dendrobium Yarra Moon 


batch. It is unusual in being one of the few that 
have a purple and white striped labellum, rather 
than solid purple. Dendrobium Yarra Moon 
seedlings have shorter stature than D. Jesmond 
Gem. They are more strongly growing than the 
parents and have produced large, heavy 
textured flowers in white to mauve with purple 
spotted labellums. They have award potential 
but are several years from optimal sized plants 
and flowering. 


Dendrobium Yarra Cloud (D. Les Adams X D. 
Jesmond Gem) was registered in 2014. 
Dendrobium Les Adams (D. kingianum x D. 
Gracious Cascades), a compact plant with yellow 
-green flowers, was intended to improve shape 
from the influence of D. kingianum, and yellow 
colour from the influence of D. Gracious 
Cascades. A few smaller plants flowered in 
2014, with cream-yellow-mauve colour and 
good shape. They will need another 5 seasons 
to reach full potential under my conditions. | 
intend to flower out the entire cross, after the 
experience with D. Jesmond Gem where the last 
flowered slowest growing seedling was the best 
of the batch. As with all other hybrids 
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containing D. speciosum, patience is required 
under my conditions. The breeding program has 
produced some beautiful new D. kingianum 
style hybrids, but it has not yet speeded up the 
growth rate and time to full maturity. 


Concluding Comments 


It has been a fascinating experience to remake 
an older hybrid using better quality parents, and 
the results have been a clear improvement on 
the original cross. The wait (up to 20 years) has 
been worthwhile. | am now using the improved 
hybrids to breed more advanced hybrids, again 
focussing on quality parents and looking at the 
style of plant and flower | wish to produce and 
the colour range desired. If time was available, | 
would start with a remake of D. Yondi using a 
short D. Eureka and a high quality line bred D. 
kingianum_ from the Dragon series or 
Candystriper line. The best of this cross would 
then be pollinated with a short statured D. 
speciosum, looking to produce compact plants 
with further improved quality flowers. | am all 
for the excitement of selected remakes! 
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A new and endangered onion orchid species from swamps 
on the Fleurieu Peninsula of South Australia 
Robert Bates, 38 Portmarnock St, Fairview Park SA 5126 (bobbates63 @hotmail.com) 


Abstract: Microtis gracilenta from coastal South Australia on Fleurieu Peninsula is here illustrated 


and described as new with a key provided. 


Key words: Orchidaceae, Microtis gracilenta, onion orchid, South Australia, new species, 


Australian flora. 


Introduction: The genus Microtis R.Br. was 
revised by Bates (1984) with nine species 
recognised worldwide, a very conservative 
treatment indeed. Since then six species have 
been removed from the synonymy given by 
Bates, beginning with Jones & Clements in Jones 
1988. 


Bates (1990) and others have described and 
named seven additional Australian taxa while 
recognising at least five other yet to be named 
South Australian species given tag names (Bates 
2011). Hence the number of recognised 
Australian Microtis has more than doubled since 
the 1984 revision. 


Meanwhile Jones & Clements 2002 (see Jones 
2006) removed Microtis atrata Lindley and 
Microtis orbicularis R.S. Rogers from the genus 
and placed them in new monotypic genera 
(Microtidium and Hydrorchis), both accepted 
here. 


In reality there may be as many as 25 taxa of 
Microtis extending throughout Australia and 
New. Zealand with at least one extending to 
Asia. 


In November 2013, threatened species officer 
Joe Quarmby, Native Orchid Society of South 
Australia (NOSSA) volunteers Clive and Claire 
Chesson and myself were assessing endangered 
orchid populations in swamps at Callapinga near 
Parawa on Fleurieu Peninsula when a patch of 
tall slender onion orchids was discovered in a 
patch of sedges. These had long spikes of tiny 
yellowish flowers emerging from among sedges 
Lepidosperma and Baumea spp. Clive Chesson 
imaged flowers (Plate 2), while the author made 
a collection (Plate 5 is an image of the types). 
Similar sedge swamps were visited on the 


230 


Peninsula over the next month and the same 
Microtis found in several of them in an area 
from Second Valley to Victor Harbour. 


Materials and methods: type descriptions of 
the new species were made from _ fresh 
specimens while collections of this and related 
taxa were examined at AD. Material of similar 
species with tag names was also examined and 
compared with the species of interest. 


Taxonomy: Microtis gracilenta R.J. Bates sp. 
nov. has affinity with Microtis frutetorum 
Schltdl. also from South Australia but differs in 
being taller and much more slender, with 
smaller, yellowish flowers only one-third the 
size of the elongated ovary. The labellum of MV. 
gracilenta has pale, thickened, crenulated 
margins with granular excrescences. It has only 
a single, shiny, dark green, crescentic basal 
callus unlike the paired basal calli of M™. 
frutetorum. |n addition, the apical callus is 
absent in M. gracilenta, represented instead by 
an irregular roughening of the lamina. A major 
difference is the near coastal swamp edge 
habitat of M. gracilenta compared to the mostly 
inland, dry woodland habitat of M. frutetorum. 


Type: South Australia, Southern Lofty region, 
Fleurieu Peninsula,  Callapinga © Swamps, 
December 10‘ 2013, R. Bates 90200 with J. 
Quarmby and NOSSA (Plate 3). 


Illustrations: Orchids of 
(electronic) 2014 version 
Callapinga R.B. 90200. 


South Australia 
as Microtis sp 


Description: (see also Plate 1) Plants to 70 cm 
tall; tuber globular, to 7 mm diameter, lacking a 
sheath; leaf single, tubular, hollow to 25-50 cm 
long, 5-10 mm diam. exuding a sticky mucilage 
when broken; erect when supported by 
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Plate 1. Drawing of Microtis gracilenta. a - flowering plant; b - flower and ovary, side view; c - 
flower and ovary, from front; d- labellum, plan view showing callus and eign margin; e - 
labellum from side, showing callus and form: 
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surrounding vegetation; apex lax and often 
damaged; basal bract clasping, hyaline, to 20 
mm long. Scape 60-70 cm (rarely to 1 metre tall) 
c 1.5 mm wide, exiting the leaf near top, 20-30 
flowered; sterile bract single, lanceolate, to 2 
mm long; floral bract ovate, sub acute, to 1 mm 
long and 0.8 mm wide, white edged. Ovary sub- 
sessile, narrow-oblong to cylindrical, curved 
forward away from scape, 4-5 mm long by c1.3 
mm wide and similar to the flowers in colour 
and texture. Flowers porrect from end of ovary, 
yellow green (see plate 2); dorsal sepal to 1.2 
mm long by c.l mm wide, shortly ovate, 
shallowly convex with longitudinal ridges and a 
short straight, triangular apex; lateral sepals 
oblong to 0.7 mm long by 0.5 mm wide, strongly 
rolled alongside the labellum; petals oblong, 
spreading below or partly within the dorsal 
hood, c. 0.8 mm long by 0. 5 mm wide, pale 
edged, sub acute. Labellum oblong 1-1.5 mm 
long by 0.8 mm wide, yellow green, at first 
jutting forward then abruptly decurved, margins 
pale, crenulate, with irregular papillose 
excrescences, these sometimes tooth like; basal 
callus single, dark green and shining, sub 
crescentic; apical callus absent or replaced with 
an irregular roughening of the lamina. Column 
quadrate to 0.5 mm tall, with minute triangular 
auricles; anther triangular to 0.2 mm _ long, 
pollinia globular, c 0.2 mm diam.; stigma 
quadrate c. 0.5mm wide. 


Distribution and ecology: so far only known 
from a few swamps associated with small creek- 
lines flowing from hills 200-500 metres above 
sea level, these overlooking the sea on Southern 
Fleurieu Peninsula 80 km south of Adelaide. 
Flowering occurs in November and December 
and the flowers are mostly self-pollinated. No 
fragrance has been recorded. 


Recognition: Characterised by the tall slender 
scape, the overall yellowish inflorescence (Plate 
4), the tiny yellow-tinged flowers on long 
ovaries (Plate 5), the dorsal sepal ribbed with a 
short straight apical point, the shortly oblong 
labellum with its granular — marginal 
excrescences, a single dark green crescent 
shaped basal callus on the labellum and the 
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absence of an apical callus. M. gracilenta has 
some similarities to M. angusii D.L. Jones (see 
Jones 2006 page 222) from New South Wales 
but that species is very robust with crowded 
flowers, two fused basal calli and an apical callus 
on the bilobed labellum. It differs from Microtis 
parviflora with which it often occurs in having 
an oblong not triangular labellum. 


Key to the Microtis species found on Fleurieu 
Peninsula 


la: labellum triangular in outline 
: Microtis parviflora 
1b: labellum rectangular in outline 2 


2a: labellum almost as long as ovary, flowers 
widely spaced Microtis rara. 

2b: labellum less than half as long as the 
ovary, flowers close together or moderately 
spaced : 5 4 3 


3a: labellum apex strongly bilobed, flowers 
fragrant Microtis arenaria 
3b: labellum apex not bilobed, flowers not 
fragrant. : : , 4 


4a: plants, including flowers deep green, 
labellum with two, often partly conjoined 
basal calli and with a well marked apical 
callus Microtis frutetorum 
4b: plants including flowers yellow green, 
labellum with a single crescentic basal callus, 
apical callus absent Microtis gracilenta. 


Notes: other threatened orchid species growing 
with MM. gracilenta include Prasophyllum 
murfetii D.L. Jones and Microtis rara R.Br. both 
endangered in South Australia. 


Conservation status: not known from 
conservation parks, with a highly threatened 
habitat and relatively few, small, isolated 
populations over a restricted range; suggest 2E 
according to the criteria of Briggs & Leigh 
(1996). 


Etymology: from the Latin gracilis, slender and 
graceful. The name gracilis was avoided due to 
its use by Rogers for his Goadbyella gracilis, a 
synonym of Microtis alba (Bates 1984). 


(Opposite) Plate 2. Detail of the flowers. 
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Additional collections examined (at AD) 


Fleurieu Peninsula in SA: Second Valley Forest, 


compartment $Z1, Dec 29.2013 , R Bates 
90636; 


By swampy creek near Raywood Nursery via 
Cape Jervis Dec 5h 1995, R Bates 21218. 
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Plate 3. Image of the type specimens of Microtis gracilenta. 
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Plate 4 (below) inflorescences of M. gracilenta 
showing the floral arrangement and scale of 


flowers and ovaries. 


Plate 5 (top) flowers of Microtis gracilenta. 
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Snippet-tip: David Butler (of Green Vista 
Orchids on the NSW Central Coast) uses 
a rolling bench to optimise space in the 
shadehouse. The metal pipes allow the 
bench to roll back and forth on the metal 
frames to open up walkways on one side 
or the other. A great solution when you 
are space-restricted (and what orchid 
grower isn’t?) 
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Shows - Events - Advices 
All dates 2015 unless noted—States are colour coded: QLD, NSW, VIC, SA, TAS 


° ANOS Mid North Coast Show 

Includes the Speciosum Spectacular 

Saturday—Sunday 5-6 September 

57 Spooners Avenue 

Greenhill via Kempsey NSW 

e ANOS Illawarra Spring Show 

Saturday—Sunday, 5-6 Sept 

Judging at 7:30 pm Friday 

Old Courthouse, Cliff Road, Wollongong NSW 

2500 

° ANOS Warringah Spring Show 

Saturday—Sunday 12-13 September 

Judging at 8 pm Friday 

Forestville Memorial Hall, Starkey St, Forestville 

NSW 2087 

e Wyong Spring Time Orchid Show 

(Co-hosts: ANOS Central Coast, AOC Gosford 

and District Orchid Society and AOC Mingara 

Orchid Club) 

Contact: rgoehm@bigpond.com 

Dates: 12 — 13 September 

Hours: 12th 9am — 4pm; 13th 9am — 3am 

Venue: Wyong Race Course, Howarth St, Wyong 

° Native Orchid Society of South Australia 
2015 Native Orchid Show 

Saturday—Sunday 19-20 September 

St Bernadette’s Church Hall, South Rd, St Marys 

° ANOS Sydney Group Spring Show 

Saturday—Sunday 19-20 September 

Judging 9 am Saturday 

Eden Gardens Nursery, 301-307 Lane Cove Rd, 

North Ryde NSW 

e ANOS Macarthur Spring Show 

Saturday 26th September 

Judging at 9 am 

Narellan Town Centre (near Coles), Camden 

Valley Way, Narellan NSW 2567 

° ANOS Melbourne Suburbs Spring Show 

Sat. 26th September 

935 Mt Dandenong Tourist Rd, Montrose (Mel 

52 D7) 

° Devonport OS Spring Orchid Show 

Fri 2nd October (2-5 pm) - Sun 4th October (9 

am-4.30 pm Sat., 9-4 Sunday) 

Maidstone Park Memorial Hall, Main Rd, 


The Orchadian, Volume 18 Number 5 


Spreyton TAS. 
e ANOS Central Coast Sarc Show 
Saturday—Sunday 10-11 October (NEW DATE) 
Judging Saturday 9 am 
Penrose Nursery and Aquarium, 224 The 
Entrance Rd, Erina NSW 2250 
e ANOS Illawarra Sarc Show 
Saturday—Sunday 17-18 October 
Judging Friday 7:30 pm 
Old Courthouse, Cliff Road, Wollongong NSW 
2500 
e ANOS Sydney Group Sarc Show 
Saturday 17 October 
Judging 9 am 
Community Church, 41-43 Eaton Rd, West 
Pennant Hills NSW. 
e ANOS Melbourne Suburbs Late Spring 
Show 
Sat. 17th October 
935 Mt Dandenong Tourist Rd, Montrose (Mel 
52 D7) 
e ANOS Newcastle Sarc Show 
Saturday—Sunday 17-18 October 
Judging Saturday 8:30 am 
Windale—Gateshead Bowling Club, 2A Lake St, 
Windale NSW 2306 
ANOS Macarthur Late Spring Show 
Saturday 24th October 
Judging at 9 am 
Narellan Town Centre (near Coles), Camden 
Valley Way, Narellan NSW 2567 
ANOS Geelong Annual Orchid Show 
Saturday 7th November, 9 am - 4pm 
Uniting Church Hall, 100 Yarra St, Geelong 3220 
° ANOS Macarthur Autumn Show 
Saturday 7th May 2016Judging at 9am 
Rosemeadow MarketPlace ~ 
Copperfield Drive (off Appin Road) 
Rosemeadow NSW 2560 
e 8th Australasian Native Orchid 
Conference and Show 
1st - 4th September 2016, Kempsey Dirt Bike 
Track, Greenhill via Kempsey. 
Show set up Thursday 31st August, judging 
morning of 1st September. 


237 


DIRECTORY OF A.N.O.S. GROUPS (and Associated Societies) 
NEW SOUTH WALES 
co) ANOS Central Coast: PO Box 3010, Erina NSW 2250 - (02) 4340 5157 
2nd Wednesday each month, 8pm. Narara Community Centre, 2 Pandala Rd, Narara 2250 
e ANOS Far North Coast Inc: PO Box 949, Ballina NSW 2478 - (02) 6686 6303 
3rd Saturday each month (except December), 2pm. C.W.A. Room, River Street, Ballina. 
° ANOS Illawarra: 2 Wilford St, Corrimal NSW 2518 - (02) 4284 8308 
2nd Tuesday each month, 7pm. Old Court House, Wollongong. 
° ANOS Macarthur and District: 43 Strickland Cres, Ashcroft NSW 2168 - (02) 4681 8589 
3rd Thursday each month, 8pm. Birriwa Community Hall, Fitzpatrick Rd, Mt Annan. 
° ANOS Mid-North Coast: 69 The Lakes Way, Forster NSW 2428 - (02) 6554 9733. 
Third Sunday each month, 12 noon, followed by BBQ. Contact secretary for location—Taree or 
Wauchope. 
° ANOS Newcastle: PO Box 4021, Rathmines NSW 2283 - (02) 4975 3729. 
4th Thursday each month, 7.30pm. Elermore Vale Community Centre, 129 Croudace St, Elermore Vale 
° ANOS Sydney Inc.: 22 Rabaul Ave, Whalan NSW 2770 - (02) 8824 6338. 
3rd Friday each month, 8pm. Senior Citizens Hall, B.H. Community Centre, Conie Ave, Baulkham Hills 
° ANOS Warringah Inc.: PO Box 421, Forestville NSW 2087 - (02) 9981 2525 
3rd Tuesday each month, 8pm. Community Hall, Starkey St, Forestville. 


QUEENSLAND 

° ANOS Beenleigh Inc.: PO Box 1130, Beenleigh QLD 4207 - (07) 3805 1973 

1st Thursday each month, 7.30pm. Showground Hall, James St, Beenleigh. 

° ANOS Kabi Inc.: PO Box 424, Aspley QLD 4034 - (07) 3359 5752 

2nd Tuesday all months except January, 7.30pm. Bald Hills Memorial Hall, 2126 Gympie Rd, Bald Hills. 
° ANOS Mackay and District Inc.: PO Box 138, Koumala QLD 4738 - (07) 4950 1065 


2nd Thursday each month, Andergrove Community Centre, Celeber Drive, Andergrove. 

e ANOS Townsville Inc.: 92 Curie St, Wulguru QLD 4811 - (07) 4778 4311 

1st Tuesday each month (except January), 8pm. Townsville Orchid Society Hall, Joe Kirwan Park, cnr 
Bamford Lane and Charles St, Townsville. 

° Native Orchid Society of Toowoomba Inc.: 106 Umbiram Rd, Wyreema QLD 4352. 

1st Friday each month, 7.30pm. Lutheran Church Hall, cnr West and Alderley Sts, Toowoomba. 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
° Native Orchid Society of South Australia Inc.: PO Box 565 Unley SA 5061 - (08) 8261 1550 
4th Tuesday each month, 8pm. St Matthew’s Hall, 67 Bridge St, Kensington 


VICTORIA 

° ANOS Geelong Inc.: 2 Cooper St, Melton South VIC 3338 - (03) 9743 6040. 

2nd Wednesday each month, 7.30pm, Uniting Church Hall, Yarra St, Geelong. 

e ANOS Victoria Inc.: PO Box 308, Boronia VIC 3155 - (03) 9387-2771. 

1st Friday each month, 8pm. Toorak Uniting Church Hall, 603 Toorak Rd, Toorak (Melways 58 K4) 

° ANOS Melbourne Suburbs Group: PO Box 169, Bayswater VIC 3153 - 0419 720 355. 

4th Wednesday each month, 7.30pm. Montrose Primary School, Leith Rd, Montrose 3765 (Melways 52 
D7) 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

° ANOS Western Australia Inc.: 27 Maidment Parade, Dalyellup WA 6230 - 0419 901 335. 
2nd Monday each month, 8pm. Wilson Community Hall, Braibrise Rd, Wilson. 

NEW ZEALAND 

e ANOS New Zealand Native Orchid Group: 42 Titiro Moanna Rd, Korokoro, Lower Hutt 5012 
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The Australasian Native Orchid Society Inc. 
Products Available 


ANOS Awards CD 

° $20 plus postage 

° CD containing award pictures and fact sheets for each award made by ANOS. 
A Checklist of Australian Native Orchid Hybrids—9th Edition (2010) 

° Hybrid checklist of all Australian Native Orchid Hybrids 


Watercolour Drawings 
Superb colour prints of J.J. Riley’s drawings of Australian Orchids are now 
available in 3 sets of 8 different species each. Each set is $15 plus postage 


° Set 1 ° Set 2 ° Set 3 


Pterostylis maxima Pterostylis sanguinea Dendrobium moorei 
Dipodium variegatum Pterostylis depauperata _ Lyperanthus nigricans 
Pterostylis daintreana Acianthus caudatus Dendrobium bowmanii 
Pterostylis grandiflora Caladenia concinna Eriochilus cucullatus 
Cryptostylis erecta Chiloglottis truncata Pterostylis vittata 
Genoplesium filiforme Dendrobium kingianum Sarcochilus ceciliae 
Diuris lanceolata Sarcochilus australis Sarcochilus falcatus 
Rimacola elliptica Dendrobium striolatum — Cymbidium canaliculatum 


Contact the treasurer with regard to availability of these items and in order to 
arrange payment. 


Meeting Planner: Each row is a week in the month—first at top, fourth at bottom. 
For instance, Macarthur and Districts ANOS meets on the 3rd Thursday each month. 


Weekend Tuesday Wednesday Thursday — Friday 


Ist Week Townsville Beenleigh Toowoomba 
Victoria 
2nd Week Western Illawarra Central Coast Mackay & 
Australia Kabi Geelong District 
Far North 3rd Week | Warringah Macarthur & 
Coast (3rd Sat) District 
Mid-North ; 


Coast (3rd Sun)| 4th Week | South Australia | Melbourne suburbs | Newcastle 
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Dendrobium tetragonum is an 
eye-catching species that Tony 
Clarke provides a brief article 
about in this issue. Above is a 
line bred one, probably with D. 
tetragonum subsp. 
melaleucaphilum and D. 
tetragonum var. cacatua in its 
heritage. 


On the right is a plant of Den. 
tetragonum subsp. 
melaleucaphilum from the 2014 
Sydney ANOS Group’s Spring 
Show display. The broad midlobe 
of the labellum is a distinctive 
character that this subspecies 
shows and often imparts to its 
offspring, as the photo at top 
shows. The other parent of that 
plant has a narrow, beak-like 
labellum which is the origin of 
the name ‘cacatua’ - resembling 
the beak of a cockatoo. 
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